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“ Aspens” by Ansel Adams in This 1s the American Earth

Group

Upcoming Events

Conservation Committee M eetings
Wednesday, April 21, 2004
Wednesday , May 19, 2004
S. Paul’sEpiscopal Church

21 Hackett Blvd., Albany
All Membersare welcometo atten
the meetings. The Conservation

Committee works on conservation

issues and projects. Please contact

Conservation Chair JohnVanDeloo fo

more information (Contact info pg. 2)

Program Series
Tuesday, April 27th, 2004-door sopen
at 6:30, Program startsat 7pm -
Town of ColoniePublicLibrary
Environmental Effectsof Acid Rain:
Current Satusin the Catskill and

Adirondack Mountains

Peter Murdoch hasbeena
research scientist for over 20 yearsin
NY Swith the US Department of the
nterior. Hislatest projectsinclude
designing integrated monitoring
systems for Acid Rain and Global
Warming for the US Government.
Sierra Club Social

Wednesday, April 14, 7:30 pm
Malt River Brew Pub
Latham CircleMall
Join us for some good food, good
cheer, and good conversation. Meet
some of the Sierra Club activists, and
find out how you may want to be
nvolved. For moreinfo, contact John
Nemjoat 279-4777 or
Johnnemj o@aol.com.
Palitical Action Committee
Monday, April 12, 7pm
S. Paul’sEpiscopal Church
Guest speaker John Stouffer, Sierra
Club’sAtlantic Chapter L egidlative staff
person, will speak on pending green

egislation and upcoming elections.

URGENT! SIERRA CLUB BOARD OF
DIRECTORS ELECTION DEADLINE

Accordingtonational SierraClub election rules, wewerein error when wemade
referenceonly tothe Groundswell websiteat theend of our March 2004 BOD
election newdletter article. Noted below ar ewebsitesfrom which memberscan
obtain information about all BOD candidates. Weapologizefor thiserror.

At it's March meeting, the Hudson-M ohawk Group Executive Committee
unanimously agreed to provide the following information on the candidatesin the
Sierra Club Board of Directors election, based on their responses to questions

posed in the on-line Candidate Forum:

Candidate Member Since  Position on Current Club Immigration Policy
Nick Aumen 1988 Supports
Phil Berry 1950 Supports (Asks not to be elected; see ballot)
MorrisDees 2003 No response (Asks not to be elected; “)
Ed Dobsen 1967 No response
Michael Dorsey 1986 No response
BarbaraHerz 1996 Supports (Asks not to be elected; see ballot)
DaveKarpf 1995 Supports
DickLamm 2003 Opposes
KimMcCoy 2003 No response
Frank Morris 1998 Opposes
Jan O’ Connell 1976 Supports
David Pimental 1992 No position in Candidate Forum
Sanjay Ranchod 1994 Supports
LisaRenstrom 1994 Supports
Karyn Strickler 2003 Supports
Robert VanDeHook 1999 No response

The Hudson-Mohawk Group Executive Committee, at its February meeting,
reiterated its SUPPORT for existing SierraClub policy onimmigration, passed by
themembershipin 1998:

“Let’sfocus on underlying causes, not symptoms. The Sierra Club
membership affirms the decision of the Board of Directorsto take NO position on
USimmigration levelsand policies. The SierraClub can most effectively address
the root causes of global population problems through an existing comprehensive
approach:

* The Sierra Club will build upon its effective effortsto champion the right of
all familiesto maternal and reproductive health care, and the empowerment and
equity of women;

*The Sierra Club will continue to address the root causes of migration by
encouraging sustainability, economic security, health and nutrition, human rights
and environmentally responsible consumption.

Pleasesend in your ballotsimmediately, they must be RECEIVED by noon,
Wednesday, April 21, 2004. For moreinfo: www.si erraclub.org/bod/2004el ection/
candidate_forum/; or www.sierrademocracy.org; or www.Groundswellsierra.org
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Hudson-M ohawk Group

Chair/ Susan Lawrence 489-5721
Programs SHL awr2@aol.com
Vice-Chair /  John VVanDeloo 370-4932
JVDMD@aol.com
Treasurer/ Clarence Gregory, 393-7100
Membership  clarence.gregory@
alum.mit.edu
Secretary Maureen Ferraro-Davis,
235-0728 maureenfd@aol.com

Conservation John VanDeloo

Chair

Environmental Aaron Mair, 465-8523

Newsl etter Janet Given Chen 346-5439
jaiven@nycap.rr.com

Outings Bill Koebbeman, 399-5027
WKEBB@juno.com

Political Chair Steve Redler 434-1540
steveredler@yahoo.com

Fundraising/  John Nemjo, 279-4777
Socia Chair/
Volunteers _ johnnemjo@aol.com
Newsl etter Tom Blandy 274-2098
Distribution ~ TBlandy@nycap.rr.com
Issue Gurus
Hudson River - Aaron Mair, Pete
Sheehan
(P12Shechan@netscape.net)489-5803
Cascade L akes/Adirondacks -
Roger Gray (RTG50@ao0l.com)434-8681
Sprawl/Smart Growth - Susan
Lawrence, Pete Sheehan
Energy - Susan Lawrence
Pesticides/Clean Water - John
VanDeloo
CleanAir - Susan Lawrence
Webmaster - Tom Reynolds
reyntO@cs.albany.edu

The Hudson-Mohawk Group Executive
Committee meets the first Wednesday of
every month (except July). Members are
encouraged to attend! Please call Susan
Lawrenceto confirm.

This newsdletter is published 5-6 times per
year (or more) by the Hudson-Mohawk
Group of the Sierra Club’s Atlantic Chapter.
Submit all letters, including name and phone
number, to the editor to: Hudson-Mohawk
Group, PO Box 8447, Albany, NY 12208-
8447. Wereservetheright to edit and keep
all articles. Views expressed by the
contributors may or may not be those of the
Sierra Club or the Hudson-Mohawk Group.
The subscription rate is $5/5 issues;
subscriptions for members are free. Contact
John Nemjo for advertising rates.

Outings

April 4,2004 (Sunday)
9AM - Dyken Pond An
‘ecological community’
(sometimescalled a
habitat) isa collection of
interacting plants and
animalsthat share a
common environment.
The Dyken Pond area,
situated high on the
Rensselaer Plateau east of
Troy, isaland of varied forests, lakes,
streams, and wetlands. Some ‘northern
forest’” communitiesremind visitors of
the Adirondacks, despite being less
than an hours drive from Albany.
During aleisurely 3-4 milehike onwell-
maintained trails, wewill passthrough a
number of ecological communitiesand
learn how to tell one from another.
Computer mapping inaGISwill be
explained. Joint outing of H-M Group
SierraClub and the H-M chapter of
AMC. Call leader Warren Broderick for
detailsat 518-235-4041.

April 10, 2004 (Satur day) 10AM
Central Park Clean-Up Thereisa
proposal being considered by the City
of Schenectady to sell a10 acre
fragment of Central Park to aprivate
developer for the purpose of building
townhomes. Join usinalight clean-up
effort and discussion on alienation of
parkland and alternative uses for this
wooded areaon Golf Road and Oregon

May 8, 2004 (Sunday)
Cascadel akesProject -Join
us for our annual service
project, picnin and hike.
Contact Roger Gray 434-8681,
or Ralph & Doreen 346-2818

HikeUp Buck Mountain
Sunning!

Three hikers enjoyed the beautiful
sunny, blue sky day for the March 10th
hike up Buck Mountain from Camp
Chingachgook. Snow had dusted the
ground and trees the night before,
making the hike through the woods as
beautiful asthe viewsfrom the summit.
We all agree that thisis the best route
up Buck with many opportunitiesto see
L ake George and the Adirondacks
beyond. It was a perfect day for agreat
hike so close to Albany.

Important Note: All outing
member swill sign an “ Assumption of
Risk and Releaseof Liability” sheet
prior toparticipation in theoutings.

Avenue bordering the Schenectady
Municipa Golf Course. Bring your work|
gloves and your ideas. Contact Janet at
346-5439.

April 18,2004 (Sunday) Taconic Crest
Trail JoininwiththeTaconic Hiking
Club helping to maintainthistrail. After
trail work therewill be apresentation on
wind power and discussion on siting of
wind turbines, especially relating to the
proposal to site several turbines on this
trail. Contact John at 370-4932.

WouLp You Like To LEaD
AN OUTING?

Our group islooking for new
outing leaders. If you' ve thought you
might liketo lead aday hikefor the
group, thisisagreat timetodoit. We
will haveaspecial programto train new
|leadersin 2004. Theoutings programis
important for new member recruitment,
conservation education, just plain fun
and good exercise, and you can be a
part of it. For details or questions
about our outings program call Lorraine
Plauth (765-4937) or Bill Koebbeman

(399-5027)




Care for a spot of tea?

I
:
We havealimited number of SierraClub |
| teasavailablefor purchase- Backcountry |
: Berry isaloose premium herbal tea(18 oz.- :
$10.95), while our English Breakfast comes I
| bagged (25 bagsto thetin - $9.50) |
| Add $3.00 per order for shipping (no |
| chargeif picked up at ameeting, of course). |
| Check or money order should bemade |
| payableto SierraClub, Hudson-M ohawk |
| Group. Pleaseincludeyour preference, |
| quantity, price per unit and total cost, name |
and mailing address, and send your order to:

I I
: Janet Given-Chen :
| 809 Karenwald Lane |
| Schenectady, New York 12309 |
I I
I

.:Your purchase helps to support the activitiesl
pf the Sierra Club. Thank you, and enjoy! |

Friends of Chamber Music
...environmentally sound, nowaste, noresidue...

LEIPZIG STRING QUARTET
Saturday, April 3, 2004, 8pm
Mendelssohn,Kurtag & Beethoven

MOZART PIANO QUARTET
Saturday, April 24, 2004, 8pm
Mozart, Schumann & Strauss

AMADEUSTRIO
Friday, May 7, 2004, 8pm
Cassado, Barab & Tchaikovsky

EmmaWillard School
Rt 66, Troy, New York 274-2098

Tickets: regular $19 (with thisad $15)
student $10

Earth Day Lobby Day

Albany’slargest Earth Day eventisEarth Day L obby
Day, scheduled thisyear for April 19th. A coalition of
groups, including the SierraClub, NY PIRG, Riverkeeper,
Scenic Hudson, the Clearwater, and moreteam up to bring
citizensand studentsfrom around New York to the Capitol
for aday of lobbying, learning and networking onthe state's
most important environmental issues. Thisyearsagenda
includesthebigger better bottlebill, expansion of New
York’sWetlandslaw, promoting green energy development
andfighting globa warming, and fighting off legidation that
could makeyou acriminal for belonging to an environmental
organization (nojoke- thebill isA.4884/S.2996).

Make plansnow to attend. For moreinformation,
contact Sarah Kogel-Smucker inthe SierraClub chapter
officeat 518-426-9144 or Sarah.Kogel-
Smucker@verizon.net. Pleaseprovideyour name, address,
and phone so we haveasense of what legidativedistrict you
arein.

Earth Day '04

Celebrate by giving someone
a Sierra Club Membership in

.
commemoration of Earth Day
Join today and recefve 8 FREE Sherra Club
Members Weekender Bag
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Donations for Luther
Forest Campaign

You can helpuswork withloca
activiststo stop the devel opment of
four hugemicrochip manufacturing
plantsinthe 1350-acre L uther
Forestin Maltaand Stillwater,
Saratoga County. First, you can
makeadonationtothe SierraClub,
Hudson-Mohawk Groupwith
“Luther Forest” writtenonthe
memo line. Thesedonationswill be
used to pay for the costs of
educating citizens, researchand
lobbying. Many hoursof dedicated
work by local activistsfromthe
Coditionfor Responsible Growth
and SierraClub membershave
raised major concernsabout
sprawl, pollution, and many other
negativeimpactsof theproject to
theattention of thetown planning
boardsand councils. For more
information ontheissuesof this
massive chip fab development, you
can gotothe Coalition’swebsite
Maltatechpark.com, whereyou can
sgnapetitiontogotoloca officids
urging themtovote* No” onthe
L uther Forest Technology Campus
project.

Highland Valley Cabins
2 cabins in a beautiful valley
Trout stream, woods,
mountains
Minutes from lakes and
trails
Fully equipped, telephone
Paradox, N.Y.
$440. per week
518-581-2514 until May 1
518-585-2269 after May

email: joenaomi@bluemoo.net

To NIMBY Or Not?

Just say theword “NIMBY™” (an acronym for ‘Not In My Backyard') and a
negative image arises of aprovincial, self-centered someone who can’t see beyond
his own backyard. Hypocrisy comesto mind, asthe belief isthat aNIMBY cares
little about what happensin your backyard, just keep it out of mine. There are web
sites devoted to turning that NIMBY into aYIMBY, advising that by ignoring the
diehards and putting the focus on ‘ swing voters' who are still undecided and open
to argument much can be gained.

Not all NIMBY, however, isnegative. AsRobert F. Kennedy Jr. pointsout in
‘the riverkeepers:. two activistsfight to reclaim our environment as a basic human
right’ (John Cronin and Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.) environmentalists and community
groups should wear NIMBY as a badge of honor. He reminds us that some of our
major environmental victories, such asthe rebirth of the Hudson River, the victory
of Storm King, the death of Westway, Love Canal, and otherswere all fostered in a
spirit of NIMBY and helped giveriseto our Clean Air and Water Acts. He goeson
to state that NIMBY veterans quickly become NIABY’s (not in anyones backyard),
and that industry is responding. We need to remember “ Think Globally - Act
Locally” - weexperiencethe environment wherewelive, otherwiseany fightis
just an abstract exercise. | anaNIMBY and | am proud. Janet Given-Chen

Sierra Club Amplifies Issue on Wind Turbine Siting -

September 26, 2003

“Sierra Club strongly supports the development of substantial wind resources
for electricity generation. Wind power isaclean, emission free, renewable
resource that can help reduce our dependence on polluting fossil fuels (coal, ail
and natural gas) and nuclear power for electricity. The consequences of our
continued dependence on burning fossil fuels for electricity include global
warming, acid rain, smog, increased incidence of asthmaand other respiratory
diseases, and other forms of pollution and natural resource damage, including
mountaintop removal and strip mining. Whilethere are drawbacksto all forms of
power generation, we strongly support wind power where it can be responsibly
sited and generated as part of the answer to those problems.

We particularly support the development of wind power on agricultural land
where wind production complements existing land use. Sierra Club opposes
development in protected areas such as national and state parks, national
monuments, wilderness areas, wildlife refuges, designated roadless areas, critical
habitat for wildlife, areas of cultural significance and other areasthat have special
scenic, natural or environmental value. Intheseareas, it isinappropriate to build
power plants, roads, transmission lines, or any other structure related to energy
development. SierraClub urgesthe Public Service Commission to adopt siting
criteriafor wind power installations to ensure that the renewabl e portfolio standard
encourages the appropriate siting of these facilities.”
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Controversy On The Taconic Crest Trail

by John VanDeloo and Janet Given-Chen

Thereisaproposal to site wind turbines at the Berlin Passin Rensselaer County. The Berlin Wind Project
(www.ber linwind.or g) is‘astudy of the potential to harnesswind at the Berlin Passto produce electricity.” Sponsored by
Williams College, the website statesit is educational in its primary purpose, but with the potential to become practical if the
project proves feasible. Here we present two opposing points of view on this project. Please let us know what you think, and
consider joining uson April 18 at the Taconic Crest Trail to see and hear for yourself what may be gained or lost.

A Plea to Help Save the Taconic Crest

From Development -

Barton McL ean of SaveTheCrest, Petersburg, N.Y.

Save the Crest is agrass roots organization of local
people living among the slopes of the Taconics who wish to
preservetheir special character intact. It wasformed asa
response to the threat of awind turbine farm proposed on the
top of Berlin Pass, which is at the heart of the Taconic Crest
Tralil.

The greatest agony among we who favor both wind
power and wilderness preservation is that the very places
where wind power can be most effective and will be promoted
are exactly the places which are the jewels, the treasures of
our trail systems, namely the high, exposed areas, the very
places which the Sierra Club has fought so hard to preserve
intact over the years.

The Taconic Crest Trail, from Petersburg Pass south to
Rt. 43 in Hancock, isperhaps uniquein New York State as
being the longest contiguous straight line mountain ridge
trail. When compared to the 15 mile Great Rangetrail inthe
High Peaks, or thec. 18 mile Dry Ridge Trail in the Catskills,
our Taconic Crest Trail, for all itsmodest elevation, logs 21.6
miles unbroken by structure or road. When entering south
from the Petersburg Passtrailhead, oneimmediately is
plunged into the most spectacular area of the trail, from there
to Berlin Mountain, amere 2.7 miles. Anditisthisvery area,
that of Berlin Pass, where the wind turbines are proposed,
that is one of the very few entirely open ridge areas of the
whole 21.6 miles, whichisotherwiselargely wooded.

Thiswhole area has been the recipient of much recent
preservation activity on the parts of many conservation
entities, asummary of whichishighlighted in apolicy
statement found at www.r tlc.or g/taccrest.html

We seek the Sierra Club’s support in stopping thiswind
turbine project. Perhapsits pertinent to envision what might
happen if the Sierra Club does not act, and by default give
tacit acceptance. Asthewind turbines are built, and
assuming they become economically feasible, townsall along
the Crest, such as Petersburg, Hoosick, Stephentown and
New L ebanon, will be wanting to seek out wind farm energy
company participation as a means to enhance their tax base.
Thismay be viewed not as ssmply a pleato help save our
local area, but serve asawakeup call for similar conflictsthat
will inevitably arise across our state and the Northeast. Help
us save one of the last wilderness ridge hikesin Central New
York. contact Bart McLean at mclmix@aol.com

Project Status -

Professor David Dethier, Williams College

Thelandowner (Williams College) has asked the Town of
Berlin’s permission to put up a 165-foot tower to measure
wind speeds for ayear, or possibly ayear and a half,
depending on when we start to measure. The impacts of
such towers seem to be minimal - they’re guyed, they don’t
have afoundation and at 8.5” widethey are nearly invisible
except at low anglelight or when they’ re covered with rime.
The College has no plan to put wind turbines at Berlin Pass
and the administration will not begin a serious discussion of
the economic and environmental issues posed by awind farm
until after wind speeds have been measured and analyzed.
An active group of Williams College students and young
alumni are enthusiastic about the concept of the College
generating green energy from wind. They have put up and
maintain berlinwind.or g, asitewhich focuses onthewind
potential at Berlin Pass and on wind energy in general. As
this site notes, community response to the wind machines at
Searsburg (aridgetop site) in Southern Vermont has been
positive and the environmental impacts of the project
remarkably small. Those machines and the revenues they
generate add considerably to the tax base of that small
community. The Hoosac Wind project on nearby Florida
Mountain (Massachusetts) will add substantially to the local
tax base of two communities and produce minimal demand on
town services. It isharder to project precise economic
benefits of aproject to New York communities such asBerlin,
but the experience from the two wind projects constructed
most recently in western New York suggests that there are
substantial financial benefitsto local towns.

David Dethier is Professor and Chair of the Department
of Geosciences at Williams College. Contact him at
David.P.Dethier @williams.edu




“One touch of nature...makes all the
world kin.” John Muir

April 21 is John Muir’s birthday - 166 years old this
year. Help us remember his legacy by volunteering
to keep his vision alive.

We have many positions that need dedicated
volunteers. We need a few good people to help
with conservation issues, fundraising, programs,
environmental education and much more. Help us
get the message out. Contact John Nemjo at 279-
4777 or johnnemjo@aol.com.

Watch Our Website For The Latest On

Events, Meetings, Etc.

Besides our newsletter, you can check our Group
Website www.newyork.sierraclub.or g/hudsonmohawk for
information and updates on events, outings, environmental
issues, and how you can participate. We also will include
some key community meeting notices. Anyone wishing to
post an item should contact Susan Lawrence or John
VanDeloo (contact info page 2).
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DID YOU LIVE NEAR NL INDUSTRIES IN COLONIE, NY?
NL Legacy Lives On At The Colonie Ste

by Janet Given-Chen and Roger Gray

Currently known as The Colonie Site, this11.2 acre parcel islocated at 1130 Central Avenuein Colonie, N.Y. Itincludes
the property formerly owned by National Lead (NL) Industries, and three other properties - a Niagra Mohawk substation,
Town of Colonie property, and CSX rail property. NL operated the plant from 1958 until itsclosurein 1983. They used
radioactive material sincluding depleted uranium (DU) and smaller amounts of thorium and enriched uranium, among a
smorgasbord of other chemicals, to build 30mm cannon penetratorsfor the Air Force and dynamic flight control ballast
weightsfor aircraft. 1n 1979 DU particleswerefoundin air filter monitors approximately 10 and 26 milesfrom the NL factory
siteat two KnollsAtomic Power Laboratory (KAPL) facilities. Leonard Dietz wasasenior researcher at General Electric then,
working at KAPL, which GE ran for the U.S. Navy. KAPL did not processDU, so Dietz determined that it camefromNL. He
compiled and submitted a report to the Navy, but it was not released t the public for many years. At the same time the State
agencieswerefinally investigating NL ; they ordered NL to terminate operationsfollowing a Department of Environmental
Conservation finding that the amount of DU discharged in January of 1980 was many times over the allowable state standard.
Theyear following its closure the Department of Energy purchased the NL property for $10 to facilitate the cleanup (which so
far has cost the taxpayers over $100 million dollars) asthe site was legislatively added to afederal cleanup program at the
initiative of the Senator Alfonse D’ Amato. In aletter to the editor of The Gazette dated December 3, 2003 L eonard Dietz states,
“One might be tempted to believe that when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers finishes cleaning up by the end of 2004, that
the site will bein pristine condition. | wish thisweretrue”. He goes on to describe cleanup guidelines the Corps uses
compared to natural uraniumin local soils, concluding that “... 50-100 times as much U-238 will beleft at the NL site as occurs
there naturally... They must be viewed as permanent environmental contamination.” Cost recovery actionsagainst NL can still
be initiated when the cleanup is done.

Many residents of the area want answers about what these toxic and radioactive emissions have done to them, and
whether pollution still remainsin the community. In response to these concerns, the Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry (ATSDR) conducted a Public Health Evaluation (site review and evaluation of possible disease threat). The
results did not satisfy the residents concerns. Over 300 active community residents, the Citizens Environmental Coalition (a
statewide group that has worked on the NL site for over 20 years) and Assemblyman Bob Prentiss organized an initial Health
Survey to gather information.They are working to have a comprehensive health study of the communityimpacted by NL
Industries pollution. They also want more comprehensive testing and afull cleanup of the site, and financial compensation for
victimswith related health problems.

For further information, especially if you were a resident of that area, contact Assemblyman Bob Prentiss at 455-4178
(prentir@assembly.state.ny.us) or the Citizens' Environmental Coalition (CEC) representativesAnne Rabe at 732-4538
(Annerabe@msn.com) or Tom Ellisat 453-8874 (findfastest@juno.com).
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CREATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR CITIZENS

NABCEP™ Salar Photovaltase Installer AND ENVIRONMENTAL
Certification Program. ORGANIZATIONS AGAINST
www.otheep.org CORPORATE AND GOVERNMENTAL
Tele. (515) 839-8124 POLLUTERS

(% OVER 50 CITIZEN'S SUITS LITIGATED




SaveTheseDates .
Advertise Here

Sunday, April 4 - Outing at Dyken Pond, 9am
Saturday, April 10 - Central Park Clean-up, 10am Want over 3.000 Serra
Monday, April 12 - Political Action Committee Meeting, 7pm nem "

Wednesday, April 14 - Social, Malt River Brew Pub, 7:30pm Club bersin your local

Sunday, April 18 - Taconic Crest Trail Clean-up and Wind Power talk area to see your ad? Thenthis
Monday, April 19 - Earth Day Lobby Day istheplace! Our members
Wednesday, April 21 - Conservation Committee Meeting, 7pm want to support our

_ John Muir’sBirthday advertisers. Call John Nemjo
Thursday, April 22 - Earth Day (Be good to the earth) at 279-4777 or i

Tuesday, April 27 - Acid Rain program, ColonieLibrary, 6:30pm

Sunday, May 8 - Cascades L akes service project johnnemjo@aol.com

Wednesday, May 19 - Conservation Committee Meeting, 7pm
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