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Upcoming Events

Transpor tation Planning Sprawl = Poorly Planned Development =

for the Capital District” Money for Developers
Tuesday, November 23, 2004
Doorsopen 6:30 Program starts 7PM Schenectady County Sprawl
Town of Colonie (Wm. K. Sanford) by John VanDeloo _
Public Library (626 Albany-Shaker Road Driving on Route 9 in I_Dutchess County last weekend | saw signs al! along_th_e
- just east of Northway Exit 4 and road north of Hyde Park saying “ Stop Sprawl - Call Town Hall”. Sprawl isatopicin
intersection of Wolf and Albany-Shaker ~Many areas of upstate New York, and our own Capital District. We have heard of
Roads). the fight in Saratoga County to stop runaway development, in Albany County to
John Poorman, Director of the slow the same kind of development even into the hill towns, and on Krumkill Road
Capital District Transportation inAlbany. Thelist goes on as development pushes further from our cities and
Committeewill talk with usabouthow ~ towns and into our farmlands and open spaces.
planning is done for highways, roads, There are many definitions of what spraw! is and theories of what causesit,

and mass transit in the Capital District but the bottom line reason is money - fast, easy money for developers. Developers
and the major transportation initiatives state that communitieswill expand their tax base and that taxes will go down, but

planned for the near and long-term what we almost always see is that residential housing causes increased taxes as
future. The decisions made for cost of services goes up, with additional hidden coststo al of us. Sprawl pulls
economic resources away from existing communities and spreads them over sparse

investments in transportation ) &
infrastructure are critical to smart developmentsfar from central communities. It wastestax money - on new roads,

planning to protect our green spaces new water and sewer lines, new schools, and other services.
from sprawl, to revitalize our citiesand Why talk about little Schenectady County? Because taxpayers there are
older suburbs, while providing needed suffering from sprawl and being forced to pay for sewersthey don’t want, and
opportunities for economic growth. spending money to put awater district in Princetown to encourage devel opment
along Route 20. Two perfect examples of poor planning, The Masullo Estates and
White Birch Gardens, continue to flood and taxpayers are now starting to foot the
bill to try to correct some of the problems. At the same time, the developers have
plansto expand each project, even while admitting that there were design flawsin
their initial projects. Several proposed apartment and condominium projects
threaten the Great Flats Aquifer, the water source of 70% of the population of
Schenectady County. Spraw! threatens our environment, our health and our
quality of lifein many ways. In Schenectady County we seethisinthe
degradation of our city and ever higher taxes as our farms, open spaces and quality
of lifearethreatened.
In Rotterdam a series of meetings about zoning changes began in May, at

which time NO one spokein favor of development or change knowing it would

ok x ok ok ok ok ok ook oxox ok eliminatethisbeautiful rural area. Now the Town Board will makethefinal decision

Wehavemany positionsthat need on one of three plans from Wilbur Smith Associates, and the public will have no

dedicated volunteers. Weneed afew say! Three sewer districts are being studied in the Burdeck St., Colonial Manor
good peopleto help with conservation and Highbridge areas of Rotterdam. But the new sewer districtswill cost taxpayers

Conservation Committee
Wednesday, November 17th, 7pm
Call JohnVanDeloo 370-4932 for details

Wednesday December 15th 7pm
_ St. Pauls Episcopal Church, 21 Hackett
. Blvd., Albany. The conservation
committee works on conservation
issues and projects - all membersare
welcometo attend.

issues, fundraising, programs, 62510 968 dollars per year for 30 years, more than the State Comptroller’s 525 dollar

environmental education and much per year limit for asewer district. One reason being discussed is the present

more. Help usget the message out! sewage treatment has the capacity to handle only one of these districts and would

Contact Susan L awrenceat 489-5721 have to be expanded. The rea reason these are being pushed against the wishes

or SHL awr 2@aol.com of the taxpayers was stated by the Town Planner - devel opers would be eager to
build if the sewer is constructed. (cont’d on page 4)
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Hudson-M ohawk Group

Chair/ Susan Lawrence 489-5721
Programs SHL awr2@aol.com
Vice-Chair /  John VVanDeloo 370-4932
JVDMD@aol.com
Treasurer/ Clarence Gregory, 393-7100
Membership  clarence.gregory@
alum.mit.edu
Secretary Maureen Ferraro-Davis,
235-0728 maureenfd@aol.com

Conservation John VanDeloo
Chair

Environmental Aaron Mair, 465-8523

Outings

Satur day, November
13- PineOrchards On
Route 8inWells, thiswalk
culminatesin an isolated
grove of enormous white
pinesthat are 200 to 250
years old and have trunks
that exceed six feet. On
this moderately easy four
mileround trip wewill
learn about old growth
forests. Wewill also visit

Saturday, December
18th - Sleeping Beauty.
Either hike or snowshoe,
depending on conditions,
this4.5 mileloop on the east
side of Lake Georgeand
enjoy thewide vista, fromthe
mountains of Vermont to the
high peaks. A moderate hike
or snowshoe. Call John at
370-4932.

_Justice  aaronmair@yahoocom  the Oregon Trail and walk through an

old growth forest to the waterfallson

jgiven@nycaprrcom  Stony Creek, an easy 2.4 mileround trip.

Newsletter Janet Given Chen 346-5439

Outings Bill Koebbeman, 399-5027
WKEBB@)juno.com

Political Chair Steve Redler 434-1540
steveredler@yahoo.com

Fundraising/  John Nemjo, 279-4777
Social Chair/

\olunteers johnnemjo@aol.com

Newsl etter Tom Blandy 274-2098
Distribution ~ TBlandy@nycap.rr.com

Issue Gurus

Hudson River - Aaron Mair, Pete
Sheehan
(PSheehan12@netzero.net)489-5803

Cascade L akes/Adirondacks -
Roger Gray (RTG50@ao0l.com)434-8681

Sprawl/Smart Growth - Susan
L awrence, Pete Sheehan

Energy - Susan Lawrence

Pesticides/Clean Water - John
VanDeloo

CleanAir - Susan Lawrence

Webmaster - Tom Reynolds
reyntO@cs.albany.edu

The Hudson-Mohawk Group Executive
Committee meets the first Wednesday of
every month. Members are encouraged to
attend! Please call Susan Lawrenceto
confirm.

This newsdletter is published 5-6 times per
year (or more) by the Hudson-Mohawk
Group of the Sierra Club’s Atlantic Chapter.
Submit all letters, including name and phone
number, to the editor to: Hudson-Mohawk
Group, PO Box 8447, Albany, NY 12208-
8447. Wereservetheright to edit and keep
all articles. Views expressed by the
contributors may or may not be those of the
Sierra Club or the Hudson-Mohawk Group.
The subscription rate is $5/5 issues;
subscriptions for members are free.

Call John at 370-4932.

Notes From The Chair

Aswe near the end of 2004 and |ook forward to 2005, | want to extend a
very appreciative Thank You to our Hudson- Mohawk Group members, whether
you have supported the work and goals of the Sierra Club at our Group, State,
National, or International level. Many of you are contributing hundreds and even
thousands of volunteer hours needed to work on conservation projects, conduct
outings, put on environmental programs, provide educational tables at public
events, work in any way on producing and distributing our newsl etter, help with
fundraising, work on elections, and other activities. Many of you areworking in
your local community to help plan wisely for future land use and to protect
precious natural resources, including wetlands, watersheds, forests, farmland and
streams and rivers. Others are working to stop water and air pollution in their
community. Sometimeswe work on anissuewith our Group inthelead, and
sometimeswework asateam with local community and other environmental
groups. Finally, some of you have made contributions to our Group to fund all
these activities.

Theyear 2004 has been a critical oneinterms of trying to elect leaders
and influence those in office to enact legislation, support funding, and institute
regulationsthat will improve the quality of our natural environment. Thank you to
all of you who, by phone call, contribution, volunteer hours or otherwise, helped in
thiseffort. Best wishesfor all our environmental endeavorsin 2005.

Susan Lawrence

* x % *x ¥ %k *¥ *k *x *k *x k¥ *k * *k *x * *x * *

Consider aHoaliday Gift Donation TotheHudson-M ohawk Group

* x % % *¥ %k *x % *x * %k *x * *x

You can give aHoliday gift that saysto the recipient “| care about the
environment welivein.” Pleasegive adonation intheir nameto the SierraClub,
Hudson Mohawk Group, PO Box 8447, Albany NY 12208. Thiswill helpwithall our
many activities, including conservation work, programs, education, lobbying,
outings, and newsletters. (Thisdonation will be taxable).

If you wish to give atax-exempt donation (which we can only use for some
education and conservation costs) you can make the check out to the Sierra Club
Foundation with the Hudson Mohawk Group on the memo line.

We operate on an all-volunteer basis, with avery limited budget. Any
donation you give will be greatly appreciated. Thanks!




Activists Corner

Editor’s Note: Bart McLean and his wife Priscilla have been Serra Club
members for 20+ years. They became concerned with the potential Berlin Wind
Farm proposed by Wiliams College (see H-M Group newsletter April 2004.)
He recently wrote to update us on the outcome of that project.

Dear SierraExec Friends,

Earlier thissummer, the Berlin Zoning Board received aletter from the lawyer
representing Williams College officially withdrawing itsrequest for apermit to
erect awind anenometer on Berlin Pass, after the Board previously had directed
Williamsto come up with professional representation, a 15,000 dollar escrow
deposit before Williams could go forward, and afull SEQR review demanding that
they also include the whole wind farm proposal, not just the initial step with the
anenometer tower. Since many of you had put some considerabl e thought and
effort into thisissue, | just wanted to inform you of the final decision, which
effectively halts any activity on the Pass and preservesit as a (relatively) pristine
andwild area.

Yesterday | hiked up to the area and beyond to Berlin Mountain from
Petersburg Pass. | saw many people (lots of familieswith children) on the way
and the parking lot was full in this height of theleaf colors. And | was reminded
that there simply is not any other comparable experience in the whole capital area
where one can comfortably park and hike so easily to aremote mountain ridge
areawith such aspectacular view unspoiled by industrial, commercial, or
residential intrusion. Thereisno doubt in my mind that the wind farm would
have destroyed that feeling of peace and remoteness. They just don’t make any
more of these placesand I’ m glad that (at |east) the Berlin Zoning Board saw this
astheir justification (and said so in the minutes). You might also be interested to
know that Mason Hubbard, our Town Supervisor here in Petersburg, also
opposed the wind farm, saying to me that the Taconic Ridge represented the soul
of the Petersburg residents.

How ironic that the local |eaders and residents saw in the wild beauty of the
Taconics something that the supposedly more aware and active environmental
organizations were unable to do with aclear voice.

Although | realize that you were divided on thisissue, | think you all
handled it with supreme class, giving both sides afair hearing and spending not
alittle of your own energiesin the process. For that, | and the folks from Save
the Crest want to thank you all.

Cordially,

Bart McLean

Conservation Chair John VanDeloo responded:

| think the Clubin general amost alwayslooksat the level of local activist
committment and that thisis one of many factors that influence our actions, but
we do not rush to a decision without research, discussion and when need be
obtaining outside expertise. After agreat deal of debate and research, including
personally visiting threewind farms, | discussed with expertsin San Francisco
getting approval for usto get legally involved if need be. The members of the
ExCom also voted to send aletter to Williams College in opposition to the
project. Asthiswasanew topic for uswe may have been alittle slow in coming
to our conclusion to oppose the wind farm. A few Excom members thought at
first that we should support al renewable energy sources until we considered the
siting issue and fully realized the unique area that would be impacted and the
question of thelocal climatesinfluence on the wind turbines.

If there is aneed to deal with any other local issues around you in the future
please contact us. We will always do our best to obtain as much information as
possiblein order to make asinformed adecision aswe can. JVD
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Sprawl ( cont’dfrompage 1)

Development follows pipes, even
whereit is not wanted or needed, and
evenwhereitisdetrimental. In
Princetown, Metroplex has put 284,750
dollarsinto a proposed water district -
in the hope of encouraging
development -causing enough
confusion that the town had to hire a
part-time planner to sort out confusion
among the planning, zoning and town
boards and to streamline the process
for the developer at taxpayer expense!

What isright here? Nothing - no
comprehensive development plan for
Rotterdam or the County, taxpayer
money wasted, poor planning, special
dealsfor developers (selling two acres
of town land for one dollar to the
developer of proposed condominiums
on Putnam Road and giving a negative
declaration of environmental impact to
this development which threatens our
water source). Residents have changes
thrust on them that will forever change
their way of lifeand are being ignored.

Runaway growth isnot inevitable.
Developers push this type of piecemeal
sprawl, shifting costs to taxpayers.
Developers should be required to pay
impact fees to cover the costs of new
roads, schools, water and sewer lines;
in addition property tax impact studies
on new developments should be
required. Elected officialsshould
promote regional planning combining
transportation, land use and
environmental planning efforts. We
need greater public involvement in land
use planning processes and plans to
build more affordable housing close to
transit and jobs. Sprawl! hurtsusal and
costs us all.

* * % * * * * * * * * *x *

Watch Our Website:

WWW.New York.Sierraclub.org/
hudsonmohawk/

ExCom Candidate
Satements for 2005/2006

Tom Blandy: | think asan ExCom
member | havetoiled creditably for
Sierra not so much in the outdoors/
hiking way but on issues and
campaigns.

* Attended and participated in lots
of H-M Group meetings and outings

* Made anice 2-sided A-frametype
sidewalk SIERRA CLUB signwithlogo.

* Honchoed the Newsl etter
labelling and mailing (with Lucinda
Schoonbeck). We manage to make the
labelling sessions cheerful and get
people to come back month after month

*1n the Malta chip-fab controversy
went door-to-door numerous times
|eafletting, talking to folks, and going to
ralliesand public meetings.

* Tried to be positive and
appreciate what others do.

* Oh, and other stuff I've
forgotten.

At thismoment I’ m going to swing
state NH working with SerraVotes.com
every weekend, and then the whole pre-
election and election day week. The
special mission isto get low-turnout
areas of urban NH to vote by taking

compare-Kerry-and- Bush
environmental literature door to door,
and then phone call reminders.

The SierraClub high command
takes this vote effort very serioudly.
Larry Hahn, SC President, cameone
weekend to participate and urge us
troops on. One more reason to take the
SC serioudly: It thinks things through,
and acts, andisaclassact. I'm
privileged to be apart of it.

Roger Gray: TheSierraClubis
one of the most unique organizationsin
this nation, embodying our best
concepts of democracy. The Sierra
Club givestoolsto, and empowers
individualsto speak and work on behal f
of our magnificent environment. Itis
the local groups and the local chapters
wheregroundwork islaidtorally
activistson local, statewide and
national issues, and the national
organization gives the local groups
clout. Asamember of the Hudson
Mohawk Group Executive Committee
for morethan adecade, | firmly believe
that it is this emphasis on our
grassroots that makes the Club
effective.
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Mail To: Janet Given-Chen
ERRA 809 Karenwald Lane
Schenectady, NY 12309

Explore; emjoy and protect the planet




Limited Amounts of Holiday Greeting Cards Available -

These beautifully photographed greeting cards carry messages of Season’s Greetings and Peace on Earth. Each
collection contains 20 cards, 20 envelopes, 5 each of 4 designs, 15 Dollars per box. Add 5% to price for shipping.

Price Tota Name:
L andscapes- B& W photos by Monte Nagler Address:
Winter Wildlife- color photos by Tom Fitzharris
City, State, Zip

Yosemite - color photos by William Neill

Mail requeststo: Janet Given-Chen
Natures Details - color photos by Charles Gurche 809 Karenwald Lane

Schenectady, NY 12309
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Candidate Satementsfor Sierra Club, Hudson-M ohawk Group Executive Committee 2005
Roger Gray: (cont’d) It has been agreat honor to work with the tremendously dedicated local activists on the many efforts
undertaken by the Group, such asthe Hudson River/GE/PCB campaign, the Great Oswegatchie Canoe Wilderness Campaign,
the campaign to keep the Adirondack Whitney Park wild, the effort to keep and preserve the wetlands in Saratoga State Park
from becoming fairways, and many others. | would appreciate your vote. Thank you.

Pete Sheehan: | am apast-chair of the Hudson-Mohawk Group and have continued to serve over the last year as an
ExCom member. Inthat time, | have had the opportunity to talk to many dedicated Sierra Club memberswho give up their time
to help in the many waysthey do. Being able, in some small way to help them express their concern about our environment is
avery heartening and encouraging process for me. The SierraClub has avery interesting organizational chart - the members
are placed at thetop! Therefore, they drive the agenda and are the ones to get the real work done in many ways. That is
certainly true for members of the Hudson Mohawk Group. Without it, we would not be able to accomplish all that we do -
including our very successful Hudson River/PCB campaign.

The other members of the ExCom have been very supportive and thisis one of the most effective and insightful boards |
have been associated with. | would like the opportunity to continue my involvement with the Executive Committee and
continue my volunteer work with the Sierra Club for two more years.

The ballots below are provided for you. Use one ballot for an individual membership and two ballots for a joint
menbership. Please mail your ballot so it isreceived by November 30, 2004 to: Sierra Club Hudson Mohawk Group,
Elections Committee, PO Box 8447, Albany, NY 12208-0447. Your ballot will be validated by your mailing label.
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Horin Amarican Board of

NABCEP

NABCEP ™ Salwr Photoveltaic Installer
Certification Program
www mbcep. org
Tele (S18) 859- 81 24

Interested in advertisiing with us? Contact Janet Given-Chen for rates (contact info pg 2)

* * * Happy Holidays * * *
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