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SEPTEMBER 29 — DUNES

It’s Bog Buckmoth season and Sandra Bonanno has been monitoring
them every day. With only 10 colonies in the world, why are five of them
in eastern Lake Ontario’s dunes? Learn this and other Secrets of the Dunes
at our September presentation on the last Wednesday. Sandy, former
Ontario Project Director and Conservation Ecologist for The Nature
Conservancy, will introduce us to the ecology of the eastern shore of Lake
Ontario, with its unique freshwater barrier-beach-dune-wetland complex.
Meet upstairs this time.

OCTOBER 20 — INCREDIBLE BATS!

Bats perform incredible tasks in their ecosystems from eating thou-
sands of insects to pollinating flowers and dispersing seed. Join Naruralist
Jim D’Angelo, Director of the Sterling Nature Center, on Wednesday for a
fascinating look into the lives of bats. We will learn the truth surrounding
many common myths and look at ways you can help conserve this valuable,
natural resource.

NOVEMBER 23 — INSATIABLE

For many of us, more is better, but it’s never enough. Our consumer
culture assures us that we deserve all we have and more. In fact, it’s our
patriotic duty to buy, buy, buy. And yet the earth’s resources used to make
these goods are finite, and the earth’s ability to absorb the pollution created
when making them is limited. Part of a sustainable lifestyle is being a
responsible consumer. Janet Allen, our Education Chair, will show us some
ways to reduce our consumption and still have a high quality of life. Meet
on Tuesday.
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FALL SCHEDULE

Programs are usually on the last Wednesday at 7:30
PM and are free and open to the public, downstairs at
University United Methodist Church (UUMC), 1085 E.
Genesee St. Park and enter on University Ave. Descrip-
tions on page 1. Information 428-1905.

ExCom meetings are for Sierra members only, at
the Jamesville Train Station in Jamesville Plaza at the
corner of Route 173 and Jamesville Road on second
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM. Please come and bring your
ideas. Information: 492-4745, unless otherwise listed.

Sep 29 Wednesday 7:30 PM Program: Sandra
Bonanno will tell the Secrets of the Dunes.

Oct3  Sunday 2 PM. Outing: Hike the Woodchuck
Hill Forest Preserve.

Oct 13 Wednesday 7:30 PM. ExCom

Oct 20 Wednesday 7:30 PM. Program: Jim D’Angelo,
“Incredible Bats!”

Nov7  Sunday 2 PM. Outing: Hike Bigsby Drumlin.

Nov 10 Wednesday 7:30 PM ExCom

Nov 23  Tuesday 7:30 PM Program: Janet Allen,

“Insatiable is Not Sustainable”

 EX-COMM BALLOT

Vote for five

Vicki Baker Martin Sage
Tasha Cooper Debbie Desocio
i Deborah Shanahan

ExCom terms are 2 years. Martha Loew, Linda
DeStefano, Lisa Daly, Richard Slingerland, Adina
Mulliken, and Rhea Jezer have one more year
remaining.

Mail your ballot to Iroquois Group, Sierra Club, PO
Box 182, Jamesville, NY 13078, bring it to the

November meeting, or vote at the meeting.

OUTINGS

Those of you who attended our June program
learned about the “Jewels” owned by the Save the
County Land Trust (STC). The Iroquois Group agrees
wholeheartedly with STC’s mission since it meshes with
Sierra’s own to preserve, protect and enjoy the planet.
Many of our future outings will be held at STC proper-
ties, where we'll learn about special features from an
STC member. We also plan to join STC for one or two
trail maintenance work groups per year. Information,

. cancellations: 446-1273, 492-4745

Our October 3 hike will be at the Woodchuck Hill
Forest Preserve from 2 to 4 PM. This 59-acre property is
a beautiful natural area of forest and stream near White
Lake. Sundew grows there in a small boggy area. We will
learn about the special requirements of this tiny carnivo-
rous plant. Although ostensibly a cleanup hike, the trails
are actually already clean. We'll have a small bag or 2 for
any stray trash we find.

Access the property from the driveway on Wood-
chuck Hill Road next to a cluster of mailboxes num-
bered 7209, 7211, and 7213 on the south side of Wood-
chuck Hill. Drive past the stables on your left and park
in front of the STC sign. '

On Sunday, November 7 we'll hike the Bigsby
Drumlin starting 2 PM. This is a 19-acre “Emerald” in
the Town of Onondaga with a fabulous panoramic view
of Syracuse. There are a variety of animals and plants,
including hundreds of conifers planted by the Bigsby
family. We'll look for signs of animals getting ready for
winter. ‘

Drive to the Taunton Memorial United Presbyterian
Church at 4326 Fay Rd. Park in the rear of the lot and
look for an opening in the trees at the base of the drum-
lin, that’s the trailhead. Please respect the church activi-
ties while in the parking lot.

Correction: In the previous issue of Iroquois
Messenger, Tasha Cooper’s name was inadvert-
ently omitted as coauthor, with Adina Mulliken,
of the article “Robbie Cox at SU.”
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FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Tree Huggers,

Hope everybody had a great summer. I did — a long
stay in the Adirondacks with lots of friends and family.
So maybe it rained a bit, but a good book was a great
solution.

The last two weeks in May I traveled to Iceland with
my favorite travel buddies, two brothers and a sister-in-
law. We all enjoy having fun, hiking, history, music,
nature... We traveled the ring-road around the perim-
eter: 900 miles from Reykjavik, the capitol, clockwise
back to Reykjavik in 15 days.

Iceland — the best of the best! It’s beautiful in a very
rugged way, populated with gorgeous people, sheep,
beautiful horses like out of a fairy tale (with a horn they
would look like unicorns), hot springs, pools, warm
ocean and the cleanest air, water and land, thanks to the
volcanoes under the surface and a small population.

Each home receives heat, electricity, plus hot and
cold water. As far as I could tell they don’t burn fossil
fuels. Four geo-thermal plants supply energy by pump-
ing water to the volcano where it is heated scalding hot
and pumped to towns and villages, creating electricity
with steam turbines. Hot water is cooled for safety and
comes out of the tap, with a slight sulfur smell. The cold
tap is river and spring water, pure with no treatment.

We drove a Yugo station wagon with 4-wheel drive.
Although the ring road is paved, most of the other roads
were dirt or gravel, often narrow and steep. No traffic
lights, except in the capitol — just a rule that the car on
the right had the right of way at an intersection.

The people seem fiercely independent, and proud of
surviving in their harsh country. They love the environ-

ment and are restoring the damage from years of lum-
bering. Tree planting both by government and private
homeowners is a big priority. It will take years, as the
island is mostly barren. '

Its strange beauty is in the rocks. Each area has
distinct formations dictated by the last volcano that
spewed onto the land. Moss, small plants and grasses
grow all over them. Free-roaming sheep and horses keep
things well manicured and scenic.

The horses are protected and are a distinct Icelandic
type: small and with a fifth gait, like that in which
harness racers are trained. Horses may not enter the
country. Icelandic horses that leave cannot return. This
prevents disease.

Women serve in great numbers in government and
business, evidently since the days when all men made
their living from the sea and women ran the island.
There are many single parents and women keep their
maiden name.

The food is wonderful, especially if you like fish,
cheese, bread, and vegetables. One town is the market
basket for the island with 37 acres of greenhouses —
made possible by the endless supply of heat.

They do not use pesticides. To those of us who think
a dandelion is a pretty flower in an unwanted place, the
sight of fields of huge dandelions, mixed in with the blue
lupine is gorgeous. In spite of the short growing season,
summer plants grow large and vegetable gardens produce
well, because the many hours of daylight.

For the earth and all its criters,
Martha Holly Loew

Did you know? v
Genes from engineered grass have been Jfound to spread 13 miles.

Read the article online at

heep:/fwww.nytimes.com/2004/09/21/business/2 1 grass.html2ex=10967451768¢ei=1&en=d7d515b1ec0be340
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FREECYCLE
By Debby Shanahan

What do you do with those mustard squeeze bottles
you've collected since 19702* Know anybody who would
give you a futon? Some things wind up in the trash
because thrift stores don’t take them — but no longer.
What started in May, 2003, as a movement to keep the
desert around Tucson from turning into a landfill has
grown into a worldwide movement, as total strangers
give each other gifts. Today about 1400 cities and half a
million people are Freecycling. “Changing the world,
one gift at a time.”

The Freecycle Network is a project of RISE, Inc., a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose mission includes
reducing waste, generating employment training, and
fostering cooperation between other nonprofit organiza-
tions and the public.

Local volunteer moderators run the groups. Mem-
bership is free. Read more about the movement and sign
up, at huep://www.freecycle.org/ by clicking on your
region and following the links. Or join the two Freecycle
groups in the Iroquois Group region —
FreecycleOnondagaCo and FreecycleOswegoCo —at
heep://groups.yahoo.com -

* Answer: Donate them to the JD Middle School

technology program.

CINTAS LAUNDRY
By Martha Holly Loew

Cintas, a national industrial laundry company, tried
to open a laundry in Cicero last year, withdrawing its
attempt under pressure. Now they are trying to locate in
Baldwinsville and are requesting $600,000 from the
Onondaga County Economic Development Board
(EDB).

The Town of Lysander Planning Board needs to
approve the project for it to go ahead. The vote was
scheduled for September 13, but Cintas asked for a
delay. EDB also moved its vote to October.

Cintas has a questionable environmental record
(violation of permits and discharging roxins into water-
ways) and has been sued by Sierra club in several places.
Recently, Sierra Club (national) wrote a letter to the
editor of the Post Standard rebutting Cintas’ claim that
[roquois members made false statements at a local
hearing.

In Baldwinsville, the discharge would go into the
Baldwinsville sewage treatment plant and then into the
Seneca river. Iroquois members who live in the Town of
Lysander, (or in the area) may want to atrend town
Board meetings, ask questions of the Planning Board,
and hold them accountable to a proper environmental
assessment. :

DEAR READERS,

In June I received a letter from a concerned reader
who felt that Martha Loew’s latest column grandstanded
her personal views concerning overpopulation and the
means to control it. The writer said that my newsletter
should educate and inform members about current
affairs directly affecting the environment. It was a
thoughtful letter and made me realize that I should
explain my position and responsibility as editor.

First of all, this isn’t 72y newsletter. It belongs to the
Iroquois Group. I volunteered to produce the Messenger
because I felt that I could provide a briefer, clearer, less
costly publication. I don't solicit articles. They arrive; I
condense and fit them onto four or six pages.

Most of the articles are educational. Alchough it
would be nice to think that an article might inspire
somebody to call their representative and request a vote
for or against a particular bill, there are no longer any

pleas to make those calls. There are no longer any
political endorsements either.

If youd like to write an article about something that
effects the environmeny, feel free to do so. I ask the
authors to be brief and to the point and to understand
that I will condense their work as needed. When I start
to run out of space on a regular basis, I'll summarize the
articles and send the full version to our web site.

I allow the Chair to be chatty because that’s the best
way for members to understand the priorities of their
Group leader. She tells you about meetings, about her
travel and about her backyard observations. Finally, each
issue includes a schedule and short descriptions of
upcoming Sierra activities. That’s the best way to invite
members to participate more fully in the club.

Tl
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CHEERS TO VOLUNTEERS!
By Lisa Daly

Thanks to all of you who participated in the Corpo-
rate Challenge recycling effort August 4, It was a smash-
ing success! Together with the Syracuse Peace Council we
made a big impact, raising the visibility of the recycling
effort and saving thousands of containers from incinera-
tion. ‘

We've received extremely positive feedback from the
race director as well as the representatives from OCCRA
who were there. Many of you went the extra mile,
pulling recyclables out of trash bins. Special thanks in

particular to Bill Goodwin, Don Hughes and Myra Daly
‘who stayed until well after dark, breaking down the last
of the recycling containers.

Cheers to the volunteers: Denise Androvette; Vicki
Baker, Lisa Daly, Myra Daly, Debbie Desocio, Matt
Desocio, Bobbie Earle, Heather Erickson, Susanne
Farrington, Dereth Glance, Bill Goodwin, Don Hughes,
Patricia Kimm, Martha Loew, Rocki Malamud, Ralph
Manna, Adina Mullikan, Jacquie Orzell, Annette
Pfannenstiel, Debby Shanahan, and Charles Sontag.

VOTER EDUCATION

This fall, the Sierra Club will be trying to talk to
more people, knock on more doors, make more phone
calls and mobilize more members and voters than in any
previous election. We need your help to do the job.
Sierra Club has launched the Environmental Voter
Education Campaign (EVEC) in states that are “unde-
cided.” Volunteer for a weekend or longer anytime
between now and the election and go door-to-door or
phone from home. Sierrans in Philadelphia have opened
their homes to volunteers. Iroquois Group members,
Linda A. DeStefano and Richard Weiskopf will stay
there for a week to take part in the exciting activities.

To phone from home, contact:
road.somewhere@sierraclub.org or htep://
www.sierraclubvoters.org to download a voter list.

Here are the contacts for “undecided” Pennsylvania
and New Hampshire:

Philadelphia: 610-771-0100

Pittsburgh: 412-802-6161

Concord, NH: 603-224-8222

featuring 12 majestic
North American
landscapes. ) L

SIERRA CLUB 2005 T |
I item Cost Quantity Total 1
y I Engagement Calendar  $12.95 i
ALEN DARS | Wilderness Calendar $11.95 N |
I Subtotal I
Sierra Club 2005 Engagement Calendar— | o |
Week-by-week format, featuring 57 spectacula ] —— ]
photographs and “wire-0” binding i ' R 1

. . Grand Total

I Ship To: 1
: Name :
| Address |
Sierra Club 2005 | City I
Wilderness Wall ] |
Calendar—Spiral i State ZIp _ — S |
bound, month-by- I Teleph |
month format, I eiephone i
| |

Make checks payable to Sierra Club

FOUNDED 1892

Explore; enjoy and protect the planet

Checks payable to Sierra Club. Mail to: Calendars, ¢/o Betsey Keck, 201 Summerhaven Dr., E. Syracuse, NY 13057
or call 315-637-3446 email betseyk70@aol.com
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